
THIS WEEK IN LABOR HISTORY 
 

April 11  
Ford Motor Company signs first contract with United Auto Workers - 1941  

Jackie Robinson, first black ballplayer hired by a major league team, plays his first 
game with the Brooklyn Dodgers at Ebbetts Field - 1947  

April 12  
Birth of Florence Reece, active in Harlan County, Ky. coal strikes and author of 
famed labor song “Which Side Are You On?” - 1900  

April 13  
Labor leader and Socialist Party founder Eugene V. Debs is imprisoned for 
opposing American entry into World War I.  While in jail he ran for president, 
received 1 million votes - 1919  

April 14  
More than 100 Mexican and Filipino farm workers arrested for union activities, 
Imperial Valley, Calif. Eight were convicted of “criminal syndicalism” - 1930  

John Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath” published - 1939  

April 15  
A. Philip Randolph, civil rights leader and founder of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters, born in Crescent City, Fla. - 1889  

Teacher unionists gather at the City Club on Plymouth Court in Chicago to form a 
new national union: the American Federation of Teachers – 1916  

Transport Workers Union founded – 1934  
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